
To Noam Chomsky: Why We Boycott Elections 

 

Earlier this year in Poland a list of celebrity left-wing supporters was announced 
in the press by the presidential Labour Party candidate. The list included Noam 
Chomsky, and the Polish anarchist group the ZSP responded by sending a letter 
to Chomsky and publishing the statement below. The statement and letter can 
also be found at: 

 

http://www.anarkismo.net/article/16857 [Accessed 24/11/2010] 

 

 

To Noam Chomsky: Why We Boycott Elections 

 
On June 9, Boguslaw Zietek, the Polish Labour Party's (PPP) candidate for 
President, published on his election website a list of famous leftist supporters, 
headed by Noam Chomsky. The information was press released and 
republished in various media in Poland (spread by the official Polish Press 
Agency (PAP) under the title "Ken Loach and Noam Chomsky Support Me". (An 
example in the main Polish newspaper can be seen 
here:http://wyborcza.pl/1,75478,7994946,Nawet_Chomsky_i_Loac...Bogus...) It also 
appeared in different languages on the websites of international left groups 
where we also can learn that Chomsky supposedly supports the electoral 
campaign of the "Anticapitalist Left". (See:http://www.anticapitalistas.org/node/3933). 
 
Later, when somebody wrote to Chomsky to complain, an email was received 
stating: "... I have no record of this support or who initiated it, so can't try to 
pursue the matter. Do you have a record of some petition that I might have 
signed?" (Text of that email to Chomsky is below.) 
 
The ZSP immediately thought to send a letter to Chomsky on the candidate 
Zietek but it is now questionable whether or not Chomsky actually signed his 
name to a list of supporters. Nevertheless, given Chomsky's occasional lapses 
into support of the authoritarian left, we thought he still deserved an open letter, 
not only on the topic of the candidate, but also on why we boycott elections in 
general. 
 
Our political vision does not include reform from above or the rule of the 
revolutionary avant-garde over society. The creation of a libertarian society can 
only be created from below, by a mass movement of the working class and the 
control of production, distribution and social services in the hands of both the 
workplaces involved and the society. We do not need to participate in electoral 
farces but to put all our attention and energy into building militant grassroots 

http://wyborcza.pl/1,75478,7994946,Nawet_Chomsky_i_Loach_popieraja_Bogus
http://www.anticapitalistas.org/node/3933


organzations which are capable not only of overthrowing the state and 
capitalism, but also of practicing direct democracy. We see the committed 
building of such movements as the primary task of all tendencies of the social 
anarchist tradition. 
 
We call on people to boycott elections not so much because of our criticism of 
the individual candidates, but because of the false promises of electoral 
democracy. Participation in "political life" is reduced to going to the ballot box 
and the society becomes alienated from the process. 
 
We do not have to present any deeper analysis of the voting issue to our fellow 
anarchists since just about every serious organization holds a similar opinion. 
 
Chomsky, a person who claims to identify himself with political philosophy, is 
often set in the role of "celebrity anarchist" - but this does not mean that his 
views are always representative of the anarchist movement. Although there are 
many different voices and opinions in this movement, we always find the views 
of the major organizations to have more legitimacy than those of individual 
celebrities, especially those with tenuous relations and no real participation in 
any of them. 
 
We appeal to Chomsky to take this into consideration the next time he goes 
around praising the authoritarian leaders of the so-called left such as Hugo 
Chavez. If he would still like to publically place himself in the anarchist tradition, 
he should please try to start being more consistent. We would also ask for a 
clearer statement on the purported support of Boguslaw Zietek in the Polish 
presidential elections. 
 
Members of the ZSP have been highly critical of this personality for a wide 
variety of reasons. First is the attempts to mobilize the left around a false 
prophet: Zietek has had and still maintains contacts with the ultra-nationalist 
right in Poland. His party is not necessarily anti-capitalist: they have had 
capitalists on their electoral lists. His union represents mainstream unionism, 
complete with extremely authoritarian bureaucracy and the union is 
instrumentalized for the purposes of building support of his political party. The 
support and financing of this party is less than clear. Furthermore, the party has 
participated in various acts of electoral malpractice, such as compiling false lists 
of candidates and running candidates with no political ties to the party but with 
the same names as other famous politicians, just to get votes from people who 
then mistakenly choose the wrong one on the ballot. The amount of political 
sleaze Zietek has been involved with is disturbing, as is the fact that he has 
even been found guilty by the labour court of violating workers' rights on several 
occasions himself. 
 
We will send Noam Chomsky more details, along with the relevant 
documentation, in a separate letter. 



 
ZSP is calling for a boycott of the upcoming presidential elections. Our dreams 
can never fit in their ballot box. We will not hand over our power willingly and will 
fight with our last breath to take it back. We call for a more conscious, popular 
resistance to the electoral process and the representative bodies which make up 
the state in general. People intuitively know that these bodies do not really 
represent their best interests yet many see no active, viable alternatives. We call 
on people to get active and create organizations which will be the foundation of 
a truly popular movement which can undermine the state. 
 
Noam Chomsky: do the right thing! Instead of supporting yet another 
authoritarian leftist leader, consider your support for election boycotts! 

ZSP 

 

 


